INSERT DATE

Optical Storage Technology Association

Blu-Ray Disc Association (BDA)
Mr. Dave Bunzel / Mr. Chris Smith/

Mr. Makoto Morise
19925 Stevens Creek Blvd.



Cupertino, CA 95014

Gentlemen:
A significant number of organizations are regulated by government agencies and/or are required to maintain business document and/or records in a non-alterable and trustworthy storage environment.  Typically the definition used by organizations to define a trustworthy system includes verbiage similar to "…where there is no plausible way for the information to be modified, altered, or deleted in any fashion…".   With these requirements to store information on non-alterable media, the use of 120mm optical media is of interest, but have historically been limited due to 2 factors: 1)  in the past there was no way of ensuring media was of any archival grade with some estimated lifespan; and 2)  there was no method of evaluating the media stability once it was placed into a production mode.  Additionally, most organizations with a need to store electronic documents desire higher capacity and data throughput over what is currently available with red-laser based technology.  
From these perspectives, it is important that blu-ray technology be standardized at the international level, along with the creation of standards to certify blu-ray media for archival usage and standards created to monitor blu-ray media data errors and blu-ray media degradation after being placed into production by the end-user organization.  With this as the background, the following requests are being submitted to your respective organizations.
It would greatly benefit all industries if the BDA would:

1. Standardize blu-ray file format at the international level, which is required prior to further standardization that will result in use by businesses for archival grade data storage who prefer/require standardized products/solutions; and 

That OSTA/ODAT continue to work on various standardization efforts associated with blu-laser media, including:
 

2.
Establish archival grade testing of blue laser media similar to that recently completed for red-laser media (aging test ECMA-379, ISO 10995)
3.
Plug-in blue-laser media into the next version of the “certification and logo" program being created by OSTA/CDs21
4.
Establish a media monitoring test for blue laser media similar to that in process at ISO/IEC SC23 for red-laser media (error rate monitoring and reporting standard ISO DIS29121)
 

The Association for Information and Image Management (AIIM) is an accredited ANSI standard setting body and represents the EDMS/ECM industry to ISO TC/171.  The following organizations, as members of AIIM C27 "Document Management" standard setting committee and the AIIM Implementation Guidelines Working Group encourage the Optical Storage Technology Association and specifically the ODAT group to consider these recommendations as quickly as possible:
 

LIST OF ORGANIZATIONS HERE
 

Respectfully submitted,
 

Robert Blatt, MIT, LIT
AIIM C27 Committee Chair
AIIM IG Committee Chair
